
Gisburn Road Community Primary School 

Summer Term 1 – April to May 2021 

 

 

          WELCOME BACK TO SCREECH OWLS      

 

 
We hope that you and your families are all well and that you have had a fantastic break during 

the Easter holiday.   We are so excited to be back for the summer term and have planned some 

fun, interesting lessons to end our year.  Hopefully the weather will be on our side and we will 

be able to invite you to join us in some of our learning outside. 

 

Remember to keep up to date with our school Facebook page and the class page on the 

website. You can send children’s Home Learning via the cohort e-mail address of 

screechowls@gisburnroad.com. Whilst school is open and I am in class teaching, I will respond 

to any emails on Wednesdays. If you would like to pass on any urgent information, I will be on 

the yard each morning and evening but you can also contact the office on 812287; Miss Bond 

will pass on any important information.  
  

Mrs Bradley and Miss Entwistle 
PSHE – As of September 2020, this is now a statutory subject for all Primary and Secondary Schools. Here at 

GRCPS we have always taught PSHE on our timetable. We are now following the PSHE Association’s scheme of 

work for PSHE. Our Governing Body have made the decision that Sex Education will be taught in Year 6. This is a 

non- statutory part of the curriculum and parents can choose to ‘opt out’ of this section of the 

curriculum. On our newsletters we will inform you what is coming up each half term so you are aware and Mrs 

Toor will send a consent letter to parents at the appropriate time.  

Here is what your child will be learning about this half term- 

o about the elements of a balanced, healthy lifestyle 
o about what good physical health means; how to recognise early signs of physical illness 
o how to maintain good oral hygiene (including correct brushing and flossing); why regular visits to the 

dentist are essential; the impact of lifestyle choices on dental care (e.g. sugar consumption/acidic drinks 
such as fruit juices, smoothies and fruit teas; the effects of smoking) 

o how medicines, when used responsibly, contribute to health; that some diseases can be prevented by 
vaccinations and immunisations; how allergies can be managed 

o how to predict, assess and manage risk in different situations 
o about the importance of taking medicines correctly and using household products safely, (e.g. following 

instructions carefully) 
o about the risks and effects of legal drugs common to everyday life (e.g. cigarettes, e-cigarettes/vaping, 

alcohol and medicines) and their impact on health; recognise that drug use can become a habit which can 
be difficult to break 

English – In English this half term we shall be listening to, reading and discussing several different versions of The 

Pied Piper. As we read, we will be discussing the new vocabulary that we read and looking at how this is used to 

describe characters and settings. We will continue to develop our skills in using expanded noun phrases and 

fronted adverbials. At the end of the unit, we will use our skills to write our own fairy tale based on the plot of 

The Pied Piper. Following this, we will be reading non-chronological reports, which link to our science work about 

animals and their habitats. We will discuss the features of non-chronological reports whilst we gather information 

about our chosen animal, before writing our final piece. 

Mathematics –  During this half term, we will be focusing on several different areas of maths. We will be working 

hard to learn all of our times tables. To improve our arithmetic skills, we will regularly be practising our mental and 

written strategies to add, subtract, multiply and divide. We will look at place value, with an emphasis on negative 

numbers; we will also be developing our understanding of the link between fractions and decimals with a key focus 
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on tenths and hundredths. In measures, we will be comparing and calculating measures, including area and 

perimeter. 
Science – This half term we will be learning about living things and their habitats.  We will investigate how living 

things are classified by scientists and look at the characteristics of different groups of plants and animals. We will 

use classification keys to identify plants and animal, which live in our local environment and then write our own 

keys. We will then learn about the feeding relationships of plants and animals, by interpreting and creating food 

chains.  

Computing – During this half-term we will be looking at the presentation of digital content. We will use Purple 

Mash, Microsoft Word and Powerpoint to develop our skills to create different effects using fonts, graphics, colours 

and layout for different audiences.  Following this, we will learn how to include a hyperlink or sound into a 

presentation.  
Religious Education – In R.E, the children will be looking at the religion of Islam and focus on our key question: 

‘Why do Muslims fast during Ramadan?’ During the topic, we will develop our understanding of the key values of 

Islam and consider the role of commitment as part of religious life. 
DT– Our DT work will focus on textiles. Firstly we will investigate a range of simple textile containers before we 

practise the skills of sewing using different kinds of stitching. We will also look at different ways to add decoration 

to fabric. Our practical lesson will help us to design our own bendy bag, before we make and test them out! 
Geography- Our final geography topic of the year will be focus on rivers. Throughout this 

topic, we will be using geographical skills to investigate the location of rivers in the United 

Kingdom and the world. We will learn about how rivers are formed and the features of 

ariveralong its course. Our fingers are tightly crossed that after half-term, we will be able to 

see a river and its features first hand, with a visit to Bolton Abbey.  

Physical Education – Miss Scott will be teaching gymnastics for this half term. In these lessons, the children will 

practise performing a range of movements, including creating and improving sequences. 

Our second PE lesson each week will focus on our striking and fielding skills in cricket. We will practise our 

bowling, fielding and throwing skills before developing our collaborative skills in small matches. 

THINGS TO REMEMBER  

• PE DAYS : Screech Owls have P.E on Tuesday and Wednesday Please ensure your child has both their 

indoor and outdoor PE kit in school for those days. 

• Home Learning: Home learning is set on Fridays and should be handed in by the following Thursday. 

Each week, your child will have spellings to practise, a maths task and reading homework. Each half term, 

your child will also have a  menu of tasks linked to our topics in school. It would be great if your child 

could complete at least one of these during the half term. 

• Reading: Screech Owls love reading! It is still vital that your child reads every day. Many children have 

made great progress in our reading challenge, with a home learning free week proving very popular. Please 

continue to encourage your child to read reguarly. This will help them to improve their fluency and 

comprehension skills and will also help them to improve their writing skills.  

 

 

 


