
Gisburn Road Community Primary School 

Summer Term 2 – June to July 2021 

PYGMY OWLS 
 

We are so excited for our final half term of learning and are busy 

planning lots of fun and creative ways to end the year! Highlights this 

half term include a focusing on growing (in school and hopefully trips 

to the allotment), making clay models and learning about the Lake District; we can’t wait to 

get started! ☺ 

 

Remember to keep up to date with our school FaceBook page and the class page on the 

website. You can send children’s Home Learning via the cohort email address of 

pygmyowls@gisburnroad.com Whilst school is open and I am in class teaching, I will do my 

best to respond to any emails on Fridays. If you would like to pass on any urgent information, 

I will be on the yard each morning and evening but you can also contact the office on 812287 

and Miss Bond will pass on any important information.   
 

Miss Tyson and Miss Hartley  

PSHE as of September 2020 this is now a statutory subject for all Primary and Secondary Schools. Here at 

GRCPS we have always taught PSHE on our timetable. We are now following the PSHE Association’s scheme of 

work for PSHE. Our Governing Body have made the decision that Sex Education will be taught in Year 6. This 

is a non- statutory part of the curriculum and Parents can choose to ‘opt out’ of this section of the 

curriculum. On our newsletters we will inform you what is coming up each half term so you are aware and 

Mrs Toor will send a consent letter to parents at the appropriate time.  

Here is what your child will be learning about this half term: 

• Know that everyone is an individual and has unique and valuable contributions to make  

• Recognise how strengths and interests form part of a person’s identity 

• Identify their own personal strengths and interests and what they’re proud of 

• Recognise common challenges to self -worth 

• Know strategies to manage and reframe setbacks 

• Identify typical hazards at home and in school  

• Predict, assess and manage risk in everyday situations  

• Know about fire safety at home including the need for smoke alarms  

• Know the importance of following safety rules from parents and other adults  

• Know how to help keep themselves safe in the local environment or unfamiliar places, including road, 

rail, water and firework safety  

English – In English we will be focusing on folk tales, with our class text 

being ‘The Tin Forest’ by Helen Ward, which can be viewed here:   

After exploring the key features, vocabulary and prepositions, we will 

then be writing our own folk tale base on the structure from the text. 

 

Following this, we will be looking at biographies, including a range of print and film 

extracts from Walt Disney, Daivd Beckham and Roald Dahl. We will be focusing on 

key features, how a specific information is organised within a biography and will then 

be writing our own biographies. 

Mathematics – The key aspects of maths that we will focus on this half term are: place value, calculation and 

fractions. Things that you could practice at home are: telling the time to the nearest minute (digital and analogue); 

addition and subtraction facts (number bonds) and multiplication and division facts for the 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 

times tables. 

Some useful resources are: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/maths/   

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/ordering-and-sequencing-numbers 
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Science – This half term we will be learning about plants, including the functions of different 

part of a plant, plant growth and the process of pollination and seed dispersal. We will be 

undertaking multiple investigations to observe what happens to plants in different conditions 

(such as if they will grow in the fridge!) and using food colouring to help observe how water is 

transported! 

Some useful resources are:  
Plant by Dorling Kindersley 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/                               https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/home 

http://gardening.afterschooltreats.com/      https://www.thenakedscientists.com/ 

Computing – During this half term we will be focusing on programming using Scratch. 

Following on from our programming work earlier in the year, we will be using the cycle of 

‘predict→test→review’ to use repetition or ‘loops’ and building upon skills to program an 

animation, story or game. 

Some useful resources are:  
https://scratch.mit.edu/ 

Religious Education – In R.E., the children will be looking at the religion of Hindu Dharma 

and exploring the key question ‘What is expected of a person in following a religion or a 

belief?’ Key learning will include thinking about what duties / responsibilities we might have, 

exploring the ideas of ‘duty’ within the story of ‘Rama and Sita’ and understanding the 

festival of Raksha Bandon.  
Some useful resources are: 

https://www.reonline.org.uk/festival_event/raksha-bandhan/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ 

Art and Design – This half term our focus is on 3D form. We will begin by 

focusing on artwork by Paul Cezanne and using a range of mediums to draw 

our own still life works of art of fruit and vegetables. We will then continue 

this theme and make 3D model using clay and papier-mâché, with a focus on 

creating surface patterns and textures in malleable materials.  
Some useful resources are:  
https://artuk.org/  

https://www.nga.gov/education/kids/kids-still.html 

Modern Foreign Language (French) – This half term we will be learning about colours (with a little help 

from Elmer) and asking questions about our favourite colours. We will also be recapping number and continuing 

to develop short conversations, by asking how old someone is. 

Music (taught by Miss Hartley) – This half term the musical focus will be ‘structure’, which will be explored 

through a unit called ‘Ancient Worlds’. We will explore ancient Greece with music inspired by Orpheus, Echo 

and Theseus, perform a song cycle and a round and compose our own ostinati. ♫♪   

Physical Education – Pygmy Owls have P.E on Mondays where we will be focusing on Net and Wall skills, 

including different types of throws. 

THINGS TO REMEMBER  

PE Days: We will be doing PE on Mondays and some additional sessions on Thursdays. Where possible, PE will 

be outdoors and children need trainers and an outdoor kit (any tracksuit).  PE kits should stay in school all 

week. 

Home Learning: Home learning will be sent home on a Friday and should be completed for the following 

Thursday. This will include weekly spellings, times table / number bond practice and creative tasks, which are set 

each half term and can be completed in any order. Creative home learning can be emailed to us at: 

pygmyowls@gisburnroad.com 

Reading: Your child should read and discuss their reading book at least 3x a week for 5-10 minutes. This 

will help them to improbe their fluency and comprehension skills. This will also help them to improve their 

writing skills. Please ensure home reading records and books are in school daily.  

Dates to remember: 

Friday 9th July: Reports to go out to parents 

Monday 12th July: Parents evening drop-in after school  

Tuesday 20th July: School breaks up for Summer holiday. Non-uniform. 

Thursday 2nd September: School reopens for new school year 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
http://gardening.afterschooltreats.com/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/festival_event/raksha-bandhan/
https://artuk.org/
https://www.nga.gov/education/kids/kids-still.html

