
    

Gisburn Road Community Primary School 

Autumn Term 2 – November to December 2020 
 

  

WELCOME TO PYGMY OWLS 
 

We hope that you had a good break and are ready for the run up to 

Christmas. You have all really impressed us in this first term, from creating 

amazing Paddington adventure stories, to tasty treats in Food Technology! 

Not to mention those explosive volcanoes for home learning! ☺ 

 

Remember to keep up to date with our school FaceBook page and the class page on the website. 

You can send children’s Home Learning via the cohort e mail address of 

pygmyowls@gisburnroad.com Whilst school is open and I am in class teaching, I will respond to any 

emails on Fridays. If you would like to pass on any urgent information, I will be on the yard each 

morning and evening but you can also contact the office on 812287 and Miss Bond will pass on any 

important information.   

Miss Tyson and Miss Hartley  

PSHE as of September 2020 this is now a statutory subject for all Primary and Secondary Schools. Here at GRCPS we 

have always taught PSHE on our timetable. We are now following the PSHE Association’s scheme of work for PSHE. 

Our Governing Body have made the decision that Sex Education will be taught in Year 6. This is a non- statutory 

part of the curriculum and Parents can choose to ‘opt out’ of this section of the curriculum. On our 

newsletters we will inform you what is coming up each half term so you are aware and Mrs Toor will send a consent 

letter to parents at the appropriate time.  

Here is what your child will be learning about this half term: 

• Know strategies to help keep themselves safe online 

• Know that bullying and hurtful behaviour is unacceptable and the consequences for the people involved 

• Know about bullying online, and the similarities and differences to face-to-face bullying 

• Know what to do if they see bullying 

• Recognise and model respectful behaviour 

• Know the importance of self-respect and their right to be treated respectfully by others  

• Show respect and courtesy in different cultures and in wider society  

English – In English this half term we shall be listening to, reading and discussing ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted 

Hughes, before we write our own story based on this plot structure. We shall be exploring and visualising 

characters, including how they change through stories and focusing on identifying effective words and 

phrases from the text.  Following this, we will be looking at persuasive letter writing and will be exploring 

letters through several books, including ‘Dear Teacher’ by Amy Husband and ‘The Jolly Postman’ by Allan 

Ahlberg. We will be analysing and evaluating letters by looking at the language, structure and presentation 

and will also be exploring persuasive features, which we will then use in our own letters. 

Mathematics – The key aspects of maths that we will focus on this half term are: counting sequences and 

multiplication facts; written and mental multiplication; written and mental division; time and 3-D shape. Things that you 

could practice at home are: telling the time to the nearest 5 minutes; addition and subtraction facts (number bonds) 

and multiplication and division facts for the 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables. 

Some useful resources are: 

https://ttrockstars.com/                  http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/maths/   

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/ordering-and-sequencing-numbers 
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Science – This half term we will be exploring rocks and fossils. This will include a focus on 

comparing and grouping rocks based on their physical properties; discussing how fossils are 

formed and recognising that soils are made from rocks and organic matter. I am particularly 

looking forward to learning about soils through creating an edible ‘dirt pudding’! ☺   
Some useful resources are: 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/                    https://kidsloverocks.com/            

https://www.livescience.com/           ‘Everybody Needs a Rock' by Byrd Baylor  

Computing – During this half term we will be learning how to code using 2Code on Purple Mash. This will 

include: using sequence; using repetition commands; using ‘if’ statements to allow selection in a programme 

and debugging (fixing a programme). https://www.purplemash.com/sch/gisburn-bb18   

Religious Education – In R.E, the children will be looking at the religion of Islam and the key 

question: Why is the Prophet Muhammed an example for Muslims? Key learning will include what 

makes a good role model; understanding the importance of the Prophet Muhammed for the Islamic 

community and giving reasons for the Islamic practice of Zakat.  

ART  – This half term our focus is collages. We will be: experimenting with different techniques, such as tearing and 

overlapping; using collage as a means of collecting ideas and information, and be exploring collage artists 

such as Kurt Schwitters ‘The King of Collage’, Robin Brooks and Ben Giles. Please could any spare 

magazines / catalogues / newspapers (any suitable content, Argos catalogues, etc.) be sent into class to 

help with this topic (these will be ‘isolated’ before they are used). 

Music (taught by Mrs Mitchell) – This half term the musical focus will be ‘beat’, which will be explored through a 

unit called ‘Building’. The sights and sounds of a building site will provide the musical inspiration for creating and 

exploring rhythms. We will then be playing musical games, singing and composing music to build into a performance. ♫♪   

Physical Education – Pygmy Owls have P.E on Mondays and Wednesdays. On Mondays, we will be focusing on 

Football skills, including dribbling, passing, shooting and defending. On Wednesdays, Dance will be taught by Miss 

Pearson. 

Modern Foreign Langauges (taught by Mrs Mitchell) – The outcome for this half term will be for children to 

perform a simple nativity, which will consolidate key vocabulary already taught. This will include greetings and routine 

intructions, plus a few other phrases for those who want a challenge! 

History – As Historians we will be exploring Ancient Britain, focusing on the Stone 

Age and the key question: What was ‘new’ about the New Stone Age? We will have 

an artefact box arriving at school for us to explore to help us discover more about 

this period and will be focusing on chronology, using different sources and places of 

interest, such as Skara Brae and Stonehenge.  

Some useful resources are: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk  

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/stonehenge/ 

THINGS TO REMEMBER  

 

PE Days: We will be doing PE on Mondays and Fridays. Where possible, PE will be outdoors and children need 

trainers and a warm outdoor kit (any tracksuit).  PE kits should stay in school all week. 

Home Learning: Home learning will be sent home on a Friday and should be completed for the following Thursday. 

This will include weekly spellings, maths on Times Tables Rockstars and creative tasks, which are set each half term and 

can be completed in any order. Creative home learning can be emailed to us at: pygmyowls@gisburnroad.com 

Reading: Your child should read and discuss their reading book at least 3x a week for 5-10 minutes. This will help 

them to improbe their fluency and comprehension skills. This will also help them to improve their writing skills. Please 

ensure home reading records and books are in school daily.  

 

Dates to remember: 
Children in Need Day                                      Odd Socks Day                                       Christmas Jumper Day                                                  

(Non-Uniform)                                               (Anti-Bullying Week)                                and Party Hat Making 

Friday 13th November 2020                             Monday 16th November 2020                   Friday 11th December 2020 

  
Songs Around the Tree                                   School closes for Christmas                    School reopens 

3:30-4:00PM (Y3 and Y4)                                2PM                                                       Tuesday 5th January 2021 

Monday 14th December 2020                          Friday 18th December 2020  
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