
Gisburn Road CP School 
Together we...dream it,  believe it, achieve it! 

Welcome back after our extended break. It has been great to 
see you all again over the first week and hopefully we are all 
feeling reassured about being back in school. We have a busy 
first half term planned which should help us to get back into 
our school routines and back into our learning. We appreciate that for some 
of you this will be an anxious time, so as always, if you would like to chat to 
us about your child please phone the office, or email 
screechowls@gisburnroad.com to arrange a convenient time to speak. 
Mrs. Bradley and Mrs. Mitchell 

Year 4 Curriculum Newsletter  Autumn term 1 

What will we be learning this half term?   
            
This half term we are going to be working hard on some fantastic topics. Our English 
work should be great– we are reading a selection of texts about the Loch Ness monster 
before we write a magazine article and an adventure story based on the legendary crea-
ture.  In maths, we will be plugging gaps in our learning and will focus on arithmetic, 
place value and fractions.  Our science learning is about ‘states of matter’. We will look 
at the properties of solids, liquids and gases and how 
these can be changed. In history, we will be investi-
gating different ancient civilizations before we look at 
Ancient Egypt in more detail. Our art work will focus 
on developing drawing and printing skills.  
 

Dates 
 

 

         The calendar may seem quite empty as we 
can’t allow visitors in to school just yet. 

 
School closes for half term on  

Friday 23rd October 2020 
 

School reopens on  
Tuesday 3rd November 2020 

 
School closes for Christmas holiday on 

Friday 18th December 2020 
 

School reopens for Spring Term on 
Tuesday 5th January 2021 

 
 

 

 
Home reading 
Children will continue to bring reading books 
home as well as take part in daily reading 
activities at school. Please listen to your child 
read daily when possible and ask questions 
about the book they are reading. 
Reading Challenge 
Our reading challenge is a ‘Starbooks’ loyalty 
scheme. Children will collect stamps on a 
loyalty card. Completed cards can be saved 
to receive a prize.  
Home learning 
Year 3 will have topic home learning, a maths 
activity and weekly spelling patterns. Home-
work will be given out on Fridays to be re-
turned by the following Thursday. 
PE 
Our PE lessons will be on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Please make sure that your 
child has an indoor and outdoor kit for these 
lessons.  



What will Year 3 be learning in 2018-2019? 
Below is a brief overview of the curriculum which Year 3 will be  
completing during the following year. 
 
                                                            
Autumn 1st Half Term      There’s no place like Barlick! 
 
During this theme we will be investigating local history and geogra- phy. 
We will discover what life was like a century ago by learning about the 
millworkers who worked in Bancroft Mill. In Geography, we will learn more 
about our local environment and the physical and human features that make up the 
landscape. We will also learn some map reading skills. 
 
 
Autumn 2nd Half  Term     Healthy Humans 
Based around the human body, this theme focuses on nutrition and diet. 
Our learning will include how to create simple, healthy dishes (linked to 
DT). Within Art and Design we will design and make a fruit inspired tex- tile. 
 
Spring  1st Half  Term       Rock and Roll 
This half term we will be looking  at rocks and fossils together with key aspects of 
volcanoes and earthquakes. Focusing on  Ancient Britain, this theme 
will look at both Stonehenge and Skara Brae. Within Art we will be 
observing fossils, drawing and printing them together with creating 
cave style paintngs. 
 
Spring 2nd Half Term       Mechanical Mayhem 
This is a Design Technology based theme on mechanical systems with special fo-
cus on levers and linkages. In DT we will design, create and evaluate our own 
moving ’toy’  while in Science we will be investigating forces and mag-
nets . During this half term, Year 3 will practise and perform a play to an 
audience. 
  
Summer Term  1st Half  Term      Groovy Gardening       
This theme is focused on the science of plants. We will look at the parts and func-
tions of a flowering plant together with plant growth and pollinaton. In Design 
Technology, we will be designing and making structures (Shell/Frame 
structures) and investigating how to strengthen them.  
                                                                                 
Summer Term         2nd Half  Term       Rotten Romans 
The main focus in this theme is in both Geography and History, looking at the Ro-
mans and their influence in Britain. We will also be exploring Britain’s 
National Parks with special focus on the Lake District. This is a very 
creative theme which includes painting designs on plaster and creating 
mosaics.          
 

 


