
   

Gisburn Road Community Primary School 

Autumn Term 1 

September - October 2026 
 

AUTUMN 1 WITH THE ELF OWLS IN YEAR 2 
  

Welcome back to school, we hope you have all had a wonderful Summer holidays with 

your families and friends. We are ready for an exciting year in Year 2 and can’t wait to 

start learning in the Autumn term! We have lots of plans including trips, visits in the 

local area, visitors, as well as welcoming parents and carers in to school too.   
 

To keep up to date with what is going on in school, please visit our school Facebook page, or follow the link below 

which takes you to our 'What's on' calendar https://www.gisburnroad.com/CALENDAR. You will also receive 

letters or texts with the details on too. For any urgent / important information, please contact the school office on 

812287 or catch us in the yard.  

 

The rest of this newsletter will let you know what we will be learning about in Year 2 during our first half term. 

 

Mrs Martin, Miss Beth (Brown), Mrs Fent, Mrs Hartley-Brown and Miss M (Mclaughlin) 

PSHE 

Across school we have adopted the ‘My Happy Mind’ curriculum, which is an NHS-

backed scheme focusing on creating a culture of positive mental well-being. It gives 

children the knowledge, skills and tools to thrive in the modern world. 

The Autumn Term focuses on: 

• What our brain looks like and how it helps us to make decisions 

• The Amygdala, which causes them to Fight, Flight or Freeze 

• How our brain responds and works when we learn something new – 

Neuroplasticity 

• How they can use Happy Breathing techniques to help them 

 English 

In English this half term we shall be listening to, reading and discussing ‘The Way Home for 

Wolf’ as we develop our reading and writing skills further. We shall be identifying, analysing and 

discussing the story and explaining the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of the text.  

The children will be making predictions, creating character posters and thinking about how the 

character might be feeling and why. We will then write our own narrative with an innovated 

plot structure. Following this, we will be writing an information booklet all about animals. The 

children research their chosen animal and create their own page for the booklet. 

Mathematics 

The mathematics units we are studying this half term are: 

➢ Number and Place Value – place value to 100, exchanging, partitioning, comparing two numbers and multiples 

of 10 

➢ Measurement, Length and Mass – comparing length, height and mass 

➢ Addition and Subtraction – Understanding number bonds to 20, adding and subtracting numbers and solving 

problems 

➢ Geometry 2D and 3D shapes – Identifying, making and naming 2D and 3D shapes  

 Science 

This half term, we are studying Materials. We will build upon our Year 1 learning by exploring and 

classifying a range of materials before carrying out tests to find out the best kind of material to make 

Elastigirl a new superhero costume.  

 

Computing 

In Computing, we will be exploring stop motion animation using tablet devices. We will begin by 

learning what animation and stop motion is before planning and creating our own stop motion 

animation. 

 

https://www.gisburnroad.com/CALENDAR


 

 

Religious Education 

Our unit this half term is Christianity, linked to God. Our focus question is:  Does how we treat the 

world matter? Pupils will investigate ways in which Christians care for world and learn about Harvest 

festival celebrations. We will explore how we care for the world and why this is important. 

 

Art 
In Art, the children will be focusing on their painting skills. We will experiment with different colours, 

tools and techniques and work on a range of scales. The children will be learning about the artist L S 

Lowry and creating some art work inspired by Lowry.  
 

History 

In History, the children will be focusing on the History of Barnoldswick, asking the question 

‘Why were Bancroft Mill and the Nutter family significant to our local area. We will be 

learning about how the lives of children have changed in Barnoldswick and finding out more 

about how Barnoldswick has changed over the years. 

 

Physical Education 

PE will take place on a Tuesday afternoon and Thursday afternoon. Please make sure that pupils 

have a labelled PE kit in school including pumps, shorts, t-shirt and a jacket. This half term, we 

will be focussing on developing children’s overarm throwing techniques and gymnastics skills. 

 

THINGS TO REMEMBER 

 

PE Days: PE will take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

 

Home Learning:  Home Learning: Home learning will be sent home on a Friday and should be completed for the 

following Thursday. This will include an English task and a Maths task 

  

Reading: Your child should read and discuss their reading book at least 3x a week for 5-10 minutes. This will help 

them to improve their fluency and comprehension skills, which will also help them to improve their writing skills. 

Please ensure home reading records and books are in school daily as we do also try to read with pupils as often as 

we can. 
 


